
General Council in Corner 

Brook, Newfoundland this 

summer was over and it 

was time for some 

holidays. We decided to 

cross the Strait of Belle 

Isle to Labrador and 

explore new sights. 

Besides, one of the tallest 

lighthouses in North 

America is situated at 

Pointe Amour in Labrador. 

Instead of traveling on the 

winding highways, unable 

to see over the next rise, 

we wanted to witness a 

new, expansive vista such 

an elevated perspective 

could provide. The 

panorama the lighthouse 

unveiled would reveal 

possibilities beyond our 

usual earthbound 

condition. 

Unfortunately, when we 

arrived at the lighthouse, 

a pea-soup blanket of 

fog obscured whatever 

transformative view we 

hoped to enjoy. As you 

can see from the picture 

to the right, the fog was 

actually thicker the 

higher up the lighthouse 

we climbed. It was 

frustrating to be denied 

a view of the way ahead 

when our own vision was 

unable to pierce the 

enveloping mists. 
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We decided to peruse the 

museum in the residence 

below the lighthouse 

tower. We found out the 

lighthouse tower walls 

were two metres thick in 

order to resist the winds of 

the strait—often topping 

200 kilometres per hour. 

The lighthouse was a place 

of safety and of sanctuary. 

As well, it was a beacon of 

light for the heavy shipping 

traffic plying the dangerous 

waters of the strait, 

helping crews to avoid the 

perilous rocks and shoals 

of the rugged coast as they 

sought to harvest 

abundant schools of fish 

and the plentiful whale 

population. 

It seemed appropriate the 

area was named “L’Anse 

Amour,” for it must have 

required an enormous 

reservoir of love to survive 

this isolated and harsh 

land. Then we found out 

the name was actually a 

transliteration of the 

original name for the area: 

“L’Anse aux Mort,” 

meaning “place of death.” 

You see, this strait was 

deadly. Unsuspecting 

ships ended up wrecked 

on the rocks off the 

shoreline, propelled by 

gale-force winds and 

hidden by thick fog. 

Thousands of people 

washed up dead on these 

shores as mute testimony 

to the dangers of exploring 

new horizons without the 

guiding presence of the 

lighthouse beacon. 

I thought about the 

initiatives General Council 

in Corner Brook had just 

recommended to the rest 

of the church. I reflected 

that many of the 

recommendations would 

force all of us to venture 

beyond the safe, thick 

sanctuary of our current 

structures in order to 

attempt to brave the gale-

force winds of change. We 

would have to risk death to 



our former ways of being church. Some of 

our churches would die. Many of our 

structures and familiar ways of being 

would die. The worst part is that the 

outlines of the landscape into which we 

are travelling are obscured by the thick 

fog of uncertainty. 

Indeed, by the time you read this, it will be 

only weeks until the remits arising out of 

the discernment of last summer’s General 

Council will arrive for debate, for study 

and for further discernment. We have no 

more guarantee that our collective 

journey will be successful than former 

ships had a guarantee of safely reaching 

shore hundreds of years ago at L’Anse 

aux Mort. 

Except, 

God’s light 

will continue 

to shine a 

beacon of 

hope and of 

daring. Just 

like the 

Pointe 

Amour 

lighthouse 

casts a 

beacon of 

guiding light 

for ships willing to dare the dangerous but 
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ultimately rewarding passage, so Christ’s 

light shines for us as we dare to leave the 

safety and security of familiar structures. 

Our biggest fear is dying. We cling to the life 

we know, afraid to embrace the abundance 

of life as the church we might become. In this 

season of Epiphany, we begin to realise we 

have to travel by another road just as the 

Magi did. Like Mary, Joseph and Jesus, we 

will likely become refugees sojourning in a 

foreign land, yet guided by the light of a 

dream of who we might become. We 

approach with fear and trembling the 

revelation of a new life to which we are 

called. We peer through the fog, seeking 

God’s guidance in resurrection hope. 

In the midst of our fear, in 

the midst of this “Holy 

Shift!” Christ’s light 

continues to shine, to 

guide and to beckon. 

By Gord Dunbar 

Hamilton Conference 

President, 2015-2017 

Please join us for a celebration 

of the ministry of Lorna 

MacQueen, Faith Formation for 

Discipleship, Thursday, January 

28, 2016, between 2 and 4 p.m. 

at Hamilton Conference Office, 

1552 Highway 6 North, 

Hamilton.  

Come and Go Tea 
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The Art of Re-framing: Words of 

Wisdom from Lorna MacQueen 

My sister and I were fortunate to have been 

given by our dad two of his paintings. I would 

characterize them as ‘folk art.’ He never had 

art education and used only the most 

primitive of supplies, but he turned his hand 

to do a few acrylic paintings soon after his 

retirement. A thoughtful and poetic man, he 

painted Peggy’s Cove in Nova Scotia—my 

sister has the painting—and, for some 

reason, a polar bear on an ice flow. This 

second painting I was happy to inherit. As 

one who is very concerned about global 

warming, this painting has been very 

meaningful for me.  

I received the piece already framed. He had 

popped it into a frame he probably had on 

hand already. I hung it in an inconspicuous 

spot because it did not really match my 

décor. 

My sister, who received her painting without 

a frame, framed it behind glass—a ‘no-no’ for 

acrylic paintings. She broke the rules! It was 

gorgeous! The frame and mat gave the 

painting breathing space, and the glass 

brought it to life. Being a copy-cat baby sister, 

I went out and bought a frame and did the 

same for mine, which now hangs on the main 

floor in my home. 

What a difference re-framing made! If it is 

done well, a re-framing brings out colours 

and patterns otherwise unseen. While the 

wrong mat and frame can cramp the art or 

leach away the beauty, a better choice can 

result in seeing things otherwise unseen and 

experiencing the art in a new way. It brings 

new life. 

So it is, too, with life and church. I think that 

there is a great deal of our church life, our 

beliefs and practices, that need to be re-

framed to bring them from plainness to 

beauty, from scarcity to abundance, from 

discouragement to hope, from weakness to 

courage.  

Past Moderator, the Very Reverend Gary 

Patterson, was a powerful re-framer, who 

spoke to a dis-animated community about 

our wealth of 

resources and people. 

We had listened too 

long to statisticians who spoke to us a 

message of doom and death and poverty, 

and he brought us to celebrate our faith and 

strength with hope. He took us to Greenbelt 

to experience the energy of multi-

generational, multi-theological, multi-

doctrinal justice seeking and art speaking 

faith. He accompanied us through a review of 

the church telling us the story of the 

possibility of newness. 

Our new moderator, the Right Rev. Jordan 

Cantwell, brings gifts of re-framing with her 

also into her time of leadership, already 

calling us to re-frame our presence from what 

we are told about our irrelevance in the world 

to a reminder of our call as she articulates 

and identifies us as Christians who seek to 

build a commonwealth of peace, justice, and 

reconciliation (http://www.united-church.ca/

communications/news/moderator/151104) 

With many others I believe that our ‘Western’ 

culture needs to re-frame who we, as human 

creatures, are in the context of the universe. 

We need to be critical of modernism and find 

a new cosmology that reflects upon our 

essence as part of a vast and valuable 

created order in which we have a creative 

and healing role to play. This calls for serious 

work, and I think it is work that can be 

facilitated by a church that understands that 

God’s creation was good before the human 

creature was placed in it. And it was good 

after the human creature was placed in it. 

And it is good now. It is worth healing. It is 

worth seeking a new way of being faithful to 

the creator and the creation, to each other 

and to ourselves and to the great re-framer 

who “was with God…, in the beginning with 

God…” (John 1:1–2) and came “that the 

world might be saved through him” (John 

3:17).  

By Lorna MacQueen 

Conference Minister for Discipleship,  

2009-2016 

“We need to be 

critical of 

modernism and 

find a new 

cosmology that 

reflects upon our 

essence as part 

of a vast and 

valuable created 

order…”  

http://www.united-church.ca/communications/news/moderator/151104
http://www.united-church.ca/communications/news/moderator/151104
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Hamilton Conference Embraces 

Refugee Sponsorship! 
Mount Forest is “United for 

Refugees”! 

It was about a year ago now that Elsie and 

Rea Gibson had an idea. Over thirty years 

ago, they had been involved in the 

settlement of a refugee family from South-

East Asia through Trinity United in Guelph. It 

had been a transformative experience for 

them, and they remembered fondly the close 

bonds that had been developed with the 

refugee family; even a wedding, years later, 

to which the whole refugee committee was 

invited. “That experience inspired us,” Rea 

says, and so when they saw a representative 

from another faith community being 

interviewed on television about refugee 

sponsorship, they had an idea: what if Mount 

Forest United, their current congregation, 

sponsored a refugee family? 

The possibility was introduced at the annual 

meeting in February of 2015, and before 

long, the “United for Refugees” committee, 

was begun. A relationship was initiated with 

Khwaka Kukubo, the United Church of 

Canada’s Refugee Program Advisor. 

Enthusiasm and commitment filled the room 

every time the committee met. People from 

the other half of the pastoral charge—

Woodland United—joined. People from 

outside the congregation joined. Before 

Council had even been approached or a date 

for a congregational meeting struck, offers of 

money and other means of support began 

flowing in.  

Some difficult questions needed to be 

addressed, however. Mount Forest is a town 

of 5,000 people located halfway between 

Guelph and Owen Sound. It is a rural centre, 

and the sounds of Mennonite horses’ hooves 

can be heard through the streets, as well as 

the rumble of trucks carrying livestock and 

aggregate. Mount Forest does not have the 

kinds of amenities that a larger centre has; 

would it even be fair to bring a refugee family 

into the community? Many thought not. Other 

small communities who had sponsored 

refugee families were consulted, and slowly 

but surely, strategies were developed to 

address the concerns that had been raised.  

Mount Forest United is known for its music 

program, so the obvious way to raise some 

funds was to organize a concert. Three choirs 

performed at the concert held in late October 

2015 – the Mount Forest United Senior 

Choir; the Harmonaires, a local barbershop 

choir; and the Belmore Community Singers. 

Three hundred people attended the concert, 

roughly two-thirds of them from outside the 

church community. The best part was when 

the mass choir had begun the first song in 

the finale: A sunbeam crossed the sanctuary, 

beaming light onto the faces of the 

choristers. With the combination of what 

their eyes saw and what their ears were 

hearing, many in attendance wept.  

Six thousand, five hundred dollars was raised 

through the concert. Another $5,000 came 

from a grant that Toronto Conference was 

offering. An anonymous donation of $5,000 

came in, and with other donations, as well as 

the portion of the funds that the government 

provides, by the time a congregational 

meeting was held to officially vote on 

whether the congregation would support the 

sponsorship of a refugee family, all the 

fundraising was done!  

What’s more is that a community group has 

been formed in Mount Forest with the 

intention of welcoming another family into 

the town. United for Refugees is working 

closely with this group with the intention that 

we will both sponsor families that come from 

the same region, share the same background 

and speak the same language. Thus, some of 

our concerns about isolation will be 

addressed. 

And now, as Janice Benson, chair of United 

for Refugees, wrote in a recent bulletin 

announcement, “In the true spirit of Advent, 

the United for Refugee Committee is 

waiting…” The next list of sponsorship-ready 

applicants won’t come out until early 

January, so the committee is waiting to find a 

good match for our community.   

So we wait. And pray. In hopeful anticipation.  

By Rev. Sheryl Spencer, minister of the 

Mount Forest-Woodland pastoral charge 
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Port Nelson United, Burlington, 

Welcomes Four Refugees 

“I’m eight years old,” she smiled, speaking 

into the microphone at the meeting hosted 

by Burlington’s mayor. Holding up a scrunchy 

doll for everyone to see, she said, “Me and 

my class at school are making these dolls. 

We’re giving one doll to every child refugee at 

Person Airport. We want them to know we 

welcome them, but we need money for the 

stuff to make them.” I watched during the 

rest of the meeting as people from time to 

time slipped her some money for her project. 

 

A representative from a local mosque spoke 

into the microphone. “Our congregation really 

wants to sponsor a refugee family. We 

figured we could acclimatize such a family 

more easily than most. There is a passion 

and an eagerness to reach out for many of 

us. Listening to the conversations here, 

though, I’m beginning to think we could do 

better if our members served as translators 

for incoming refugees. If they are Muslim, we 

could easily welcome them to worship.” I 

looked around the over 300 people gathered 

and noticed many relieved heads nodding in 

appreciation. 

 

I cannot imagine what it was like for 19-year-

old Hamza as he arrived at Person 

International Airport in December. I cannot 

imagine what it must have been like to leave 

his home town of Homs in Syria—alone—to 

escape to a refugee camp in Jordan. I cannot 

imagine what it was like to be bombed out of 

his routine, middle-class life, to fear death so 

narrowly avoided and to be swamped by the 

daily grind of survival mixed with boredom in 

a refugee camp—all of this with no family to 

share the emotional burdens. I can only 

imagine what frantic and frenetic activities 

Hamza’s imminent arrival caused. The host 

family likely wondered how they would get 

along when they don’t speak any Arabic. 

What food would he like? Where do we buy 

it? What clothing is necessary? Other than 

English as a second language, what 

schooling will he need? How will we deal with 

the anticipated reality of post-traumatic 

stress disorder? How do we handle saying 

grace before meals? Do we really know what 

we’re getting into?  

 

At the mayor’s meeting, a spokesperson from 

Wesley Urban Ministries spoke clearly and 

knowledgably about their role as the lead 

agency for settlement of refugees in the 

Greater Hamilton Area. She spoke of their 

experience over the years with the challenges 

freighting such an overwhelming endeavour, 

but she spoke with conviction that it can be 

done and done well. She told us we just had 

to work together collaboratively, that we bring 

strengths collectively which are greater than 

the sum of the parts. I felt pride in the 

leadership role Wesley takes. I rejoiced the 

United Church of Canada—and many local 

congregations—support this powerful ministry 

for advocacy and for welcome. 

 

Hamza has arrived, but we also know a 

family of three female refugees is arriving in 

the near future—the mom, Eiman, her 

younger sister, Falak, who lives with Down 

syndrome and the mom’s 17-year-old 

daughter, Sham. One day in December, using 

a borrowed trailer, we removed furniture and 

belongings from a town house in anticipation 

of their arrival. The person who is providing 

this temporary accommodation doesn’t even 

belong to our congregation. She found out 

about our refugee group from the mayor’s 

office and asked if she could help in this way. 

We leapt for joy—and relief—because 

previously arranged temporary housing had 

fallen through. 

 

A group of over twenty people form the Port 

Nelson United Church Refugee Committee. A 

number of them have no other connection to 

the congregation except a shared passion for 

this particular ministry. There are myriad 

details. There is a mountain of paperwork. 

There are countless uncertainties. There is 

also a determined purpose enflaming each 

one to welcome our new arrivals.  

 

There is a meme that “it takes a village to 

raise a child.” Similarly, we know it will take a 

village to welcome and to include these four 

people fleeing war and terror in their 

homeland. What we remember is scripture’s 

testimony that Mary, Joseph and Jesus—after 

the Magi left “by another way”—fled their 

homeland because of King Herod’s edict to 

murder all male children under two. The one 

we call Jesus the Christ, the Prince of Peace, 

was a refugee, too. 

 

I wonder if Jesus got a scrunchy doll when he 

returned to his homeland in Nazareth? 

By Gord Dunbar 
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A Great Story of Hope from the 

Hamilton Area 

Early in 2013, a woman contacted The 

United Church of Canada. She was 

desperately seeking help to sponsor her 

family members to Canada from both Syria 

and Kuwait. She had been trying for years 

but all her pleas for help had fallen on deaf 

ears. She is Palestinian by birth which means 

that she was born without a country. Even 

though she was born in Kuwait, she was born 

of Palestinian parents, which meant that she 

would never be accepted as a citizen by her 

country of birth. She was born a refugee. Her 

name is Afaf and until becoming a Canadian 

citizen, she’d never had a passport. Indeed, 

she’d never belonged to any country and her 

life has been lived with “temporary visas” 

that allow her to remain in certain Middle 

East countries, but, being temporary, they 

would never give her full rights as a citizen, 

which is why her Canadian citizenship is so 

deeply precious to her. 

  

Afaf’s husband, Ramsiz, is also Palestinian 

with a similar tale. However, his family is 

currently in Syria and living, as are all 

Syrians, in intolerable and unsafe conditions. 

  

Searching high and low for any organization 

that might help, The United Church of 

Canada was the first place where Afaf felt 

that her story was heard. Khwaka Kukubo, 

General Council’s Refugee Program Advisor, 

listened and having heard, offered to connect 

her with churches who might consider this 

call to refugee sponsorship. 

  

When that call was issued, a group of United 

Churches from Hamilton, Carlisle, and 

Burlington answered. We met to learn about 

the sponsorship process, understanding the 

difference between a blended sponsorship 

where the government helps monetarily and 

private sponsorships where the group is fully 

responsible. It was after this meeting that 

Khwaka connected us with Afaf and her 

family in the hope that we would form a 

private sponsorship group. After initial 

introductions, we listened and we discerned. 

We met again and again. We prayed and we 

shared what we were doing with others. We 

had many questions. Was this truly God’s call 

to us? Could a band of small United 

Churches really be able to help? Would there 

be a will strong enough? Would there be 

enough funding for a private sponsorship? 

Yet even with these difficult questions, we 

had heard a cry which we could not ignore. 

Like the Good Samaritan who could not 

pass by the injured man on the road, we 

found that we could not pass this family by. 

  

During our meeting times together, we 

asked all these questions and more. We 

researched the whole process, thoroughly. 

We have depended upon our General 

Council’s expertise. We’ve worked hard with 

the family and they’ve done all that they 

could do, as well. Finally we reached a point 

of decision-making. It was decided that we 

would focus on the 18 family members in 

Syria who, over the time, have become 19 

with the birth of a baby. They were the most 

vulnerable. We realized that this was a 

heavy commitment. We also knew that we 

had to consult our own churches to test the 

power of the Spirit at work in this 

endeavour. Would we have enough support 

for this mission? 

  

Most of our representatives were from the 

Mission and Outreach ministries of our 

churches and in most cases, it was they 

who crafted the motions. The results took 

our breath away. The churches not only 

voted to support this mission with their 

prayers and people-hours but they also 

stepped forward with funding and their 

giving didn’t stop with those initial 

donations. The donations have kept coming 

and while this was happening, we set to 

work on the applications with the families’ 

help. We submitted them via our General 

Council office and then, we began the long 

wait. 

 

It’s been 23 long months. Our fundraising 

has renewed our faith in the immense 

generosity of people and we have had 

experiences of the Spirit moving which have 

been amazing. We have gathered more than 

just funds. There is a church basement 

filled with furniture and clothing. People 

have wanted to step forward to help in so 

many ways. People have willingly opened 

the doors of their own homes and we are 

ready. 

 

Our prayers continue that it will be soon. It’s 

hard to understand why it’s taking so long 

but we have no choice but to be patient. 

However, we have also raised our voices to 

ask “why.” Hopefully our question will be 

answered with their arrival.  

 

By Barbara Morrison 

“The churches 

not only voted to 

support this 

mission with 

their prayers and 

people-hours but 

they also stepped 

forward with 

funding and their 

giving didn’t stop 

with those initial 

donations. ”  
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Wesley Urban Ministries Plays a Critical 

Role in Hamilton’s Welcome of 

Refugees 

With churches, families, and businesses across 

Canada, we look forward to welcoming Syrian 

refugees into our communities. Here at Wesley 

Urban Ministries, we play a critical role in 

Hamilton’s welcome. In 2011, we became the 

local agency with the Department of Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada to provide 

reception services for all Government Assisted 

Refugees (GARs) arriving in Hamilton every year. 

For many in the United Church, we are most 

known for Wesley Day Centre, an outreach for 

homeless and vulnerable individuals that receives 

funding from the Mission and Service Fund. Since 

our first program in 1955 at Wesley United 

Church, we have grown as a community outreach 

to over 30 different programs for children, youth, 

adults, and seniors living in poverty, including 

supports for refugees.  

 

Wesley typically welcomes 300 Government 

Assisted Refugees each year, first in our 

Reception House where they stay for 10 days to a 

month and then with mobile Family Case Workers 

that provide support for a year in the community 

with healthcare, housing, education, language, 

life skills, and orientation to life in Hamilton. See 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/

news/safe-now-life-in-hamilton-begins-for-syrian-

refugee-family-1.3361239 to read a CBC 

Hamilton article of a refugee family recently 

settled by Wesley to Hamilton.  

 

To prepare for an influx of Syrian Refugees, 

Wesley has been in regular communication this 

past fall with the Department of Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada and current 

local planning has been underway for health, 

housing, and settlement with key partners to offer 

a collaborative and coordinated approach. We are 

pleased that the first group of government 

assisted Syrian Refugees arrived in Hamilton on 

December 21, 2015 and we were able to 

welcome them with gifts from Wesley’s Christmas 

Store, another program supported by many local 

United Church congregations.    

 

We also have been actively involved with Private 

Sponsorship of Syrian Refugees. Since 

September, we have been fundraising for our 

Syrian Refugee Fund and have raised over 

$120,000 to privately sponsor individuals and 

families. In addition, we have been offering 

Information Sessions and one-on-one supports to 

churches and groups that are privately sponsoring 

to share our knowledge and expertise in 

government applications and local resources 

in the community such as school registration, 

language assessments, health and housing.  

 

Wesley Urban Ministries has a Syrian Refugee 

Information Portal at http://wesley.ca/

refugee-information-portal/ with information 

about the Syrian Refugee Crisis, ways to be a 

welcoming community, information on private 

sponsorship, and more. Wesley welcomes the 

involvement of churches in offering 

compassion and welcome to Syrian refugees 

and all newcomers. We also invite churches to 

participate in our 25th Annual Case for Kids 

Walk, Run, Ride, on Sunday June 5, 2016 to 

help our children and youth programs, 

attended by many refugee and newcomer 

families.  

 

For more information, contact info@wesley.ca 

or 905 528 5629. Or directly contact 

andrea.buttars@wesley.ca or 905 528 5629, 

ext. 248. Thank you for all your support of 

Wesley Urban Ministries and all outreach 

initiatives across the United Church!  

 

By Andrea Buttars 

Manager, Resource Development  

Wesley Urban Ministries 

 

First Grantham United,  

St. Catharines: Our Sponsorship 

Story 

Our new Canadian friend is called Chris and is 

19 years old. He prefers to not use his Arabic 

name, it being part of a past that was not kind 

to him. Raised in an SOS Children’s Village in 

Syria from the age of two months, and fleeing 

Syria when he was to be drafted into the 

military, he survived in Lebanon for two years, 

sheltering with other ‘underground’ refugees, 

helped by the United Nations but keeping a 

very low profile. 

He arrived in Canada in early December. 

Currently he is on a donated bicycle, riding 

into the adjoining town of Thorold to spend 

time with new young friends made through 

one of our Sponsoring group members. They 

are sharing music and fun and it is a joy to 

see him laughing and seeming happy. 

Welcoming a single person was not our 

expectation when starting out in October, but 

on receiving his profile, before the names of 

families began to work their way through the 

process, the urgency of his case caused us to 

hustle and with a thoroughgoing effort across 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/safe-now-life-in-hamilton-begins-for-syrian-refugee-family-1.3361239
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/safe-now-life-in-hamilton-begins-for-syrian-refugee-family-1.3361239
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/safe-now-life-in-hamilton-begins-for-syrian-refugee-family-1.3361239
http://wesley.ca/refugee-information-portal/
http://wesley.ca/refugee-information-portal/
mailto:info@wesley.ca
mailto:andrea.buttars@wesley.ca
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the Church, money was raised, significant 

support offered, and papers were all filled 

out. After just two full months, he has 

entered our lives.    

Welcoming a single person is likely very 

different from receiving a family. He knew no 

one here on arrival. Skype between Beirut 

and St. Catharines proved an amazing tool in 

familiarizing us with each other. But the 

independence needed to survive does not 

lend itself to being comfortable with the 

intrusion of bureaucracy into his financial 

affairs and other aspects of his life. But this 

is part of the adjustment that he must make. 

We at First Grantham believe that 

unconditional love—never before known by 

him—will allow him to become the person 

he’s meant to be. He’s a gift to us.  

By Dr. Rosemary Gray-Snelgrove 

St. John’s Stevensville Prepares to 

Welcome Three Families 

In September of 2015, St. John’s 

Stevensville United Church in Fort Erie made 

a decision to use some monies from their 

Embrace Fund to launch an outreach pilot 

project to develop programing around re-

establishing a presence in the downtown, 

working with ‘youth at risk’ and also to 

research the process of Refugee Settlement.  

A special budget was allocated to settle three 

families within the next 12 months.  

However, the priority given to these three 

outreach pieces was adjusted after the 

federal Liberal’s election win on October 19, 

2015 and Prime Minister Trudeau’s pledge to 

settle 25,000 refugees before the end of 

2015. Suddenly the Church was on a fast-

tracked, steep learning curve, as paperwork 

was filed, and new acronyms such as BVOR 

(Blended Visa Office Referred), GCMS (Global 

Case Management System), and SAH 

(Sponsorship Agreement Holder) were added 

to our vocabularies. 

 

Then news of our applicants came, names 

and profiles, and suddenly there was a need 

to find suitable housing, furniture, dishes, 

clothing and such. We needed to hire 

language interpreters, arrange for pick-ups at 

the airport, and temporary hostel space. In 

early December, community information 

sessions were held to keep the congregation 

in the loop, and also to prepare sub-

committees of volunteers; creating lists of 

who was ‘able and available’ to help our new 

Friends in more practical ways, such as 

drivers to help with groceries and doctor 

appointments, and those willing to practice 

English conversations. 

 

As the Outreach Minister hired for the pilot 

project, I can attest to the fact that the 

process has been at times overwhelming.  

When my personal contact information was 

included in the local newspaper, I received 

some pretty nasty communications, which 

were both angering and discouraging. Then 

other calls and emails started pouring in, 

and they were supportive and encouraging; 

folks offering to help in a variety of ways 

from financial to short-term housing. We 

have also partnered with neighbouring 

congregations to share information and 

resources. It is wonderful to see the way 

that everyone is coming together to support 

these Individuals in need. I would 

encourage all of the Pastoral Charges in 

Hamilton Conference to get involved with 

Refugee Support, whether that support be 

settlement, or financial help, or by simply 

and powerfully holding our new Friends in 

prayer.  And feel free to contact us at St. 

John’s Stevensville with any specific 

questions about our journey. 

 

By Rev. Cheryl Wood-Thomas, 

Outreach Minister, St. John’s  

Stevensville United Church, Fort Erie 

 

Other Refuge Work in Niagara 

Presbytery 

Niagara presbytery met on November 10 at 

Stamford Lane United Church to share 

information so that churches and 

individuals who want to help in various ways 

might connect with those churches that 

need assistance. There are several 

churches working at bringing refugee 

families to the Niagara area, some with the 

support of Toronto Conference and some 

working with other denominations. 

 

We know that we are all on a steep learning 

curve but we can each do something and 

we can do it better together. Some churches 

have money or resources but need people 

to help; others have the desire to help but 

don’t have the money. Getting together to 

share past experiences, plans, and 

information about forms, resources, 

opportunities, challenges and hopes has 

simply enabled us all to see what we 

“When my 

personal contact 

information was 

included in the 

local newspaper, 

I received some 

pretty nasty 

communications, 

which were both 

angering and 

discouraging.”  
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profess, that we are not alone. We shared information about everything from local church and 

community resources to names of people who can help with national church and government 

resources and procedure. 

 

Several churches were fact finding while others were ready to sponsor families.  

In November Stamford Lane United asked the whole congregation how they wanted to respond. We 

decided to sell Christmas cards, “My gift to you this Christmas is help in a Refugee Camp.” The $10 

donation made to the church will be directed to ACT Alliance Syrian Relief through the United Church 

of Canada’s Mission and Service Fund.  

 

We work together as different denominations around the word through ACT Alliance, who works 

directly with the refugee camps. Donations were accepted at Stamford Lane United through 

December in order to receive matching dollars from the Federal Government. 

 

To donate or assist with local efforts to support a refugee family in the Niagara area, please contact 

me and I will be glad to match you with a church in your area like St John’s Stevensville, who will 

need people to help them welcome at least three families into the area. 

By Rev. Harvey Tobey 

minister@stamfordlaneunited.ca 

The University of Guelph 

Has a New Ecumenical 

Campus Minister 

The Ecumenical Campus Ministry (ECM) of the University of Guelph has 

hired a new, full-time campus minister. Andrew Hyde, a Designated Lay 

Minister from the United Church of Canada, stepped into the role on 

November 1, 2015. 

 

Andrew is no stranger to Hamilton Conference, having grown up at St. 

Paul’s United (Milton), attended camp at Silver Lake, and served as youth 

minister at St. James United (Waterdown). Andrew has also served as Youth and Young Adult 

Minister for Ottawa Presbytery, and as Youth and Young Families Minister for Norval United 

Church. While in Ottawa, he worked ecumenically with Anglican, Lutheran, and Presbyterian 

partners to create the Open Table—a student ministry that brings University of Ottawa 

students to local congregations for meals and learning. In recent years, Andrew helped 

launch Norval Intentional Community for young adults, and chaired the Design Team for 

Rendez-Vous 2014, the United Church’s national event for youth and young adults. 

 

The Ecumenical Campus Ministry is one of the campus ministries supported by the United 

Church of Canada in Hamilton Conference. ECM is also supported by the Anglican Diocese of 

Niagara, the Presbytery of Waterloo-Wellington (PCC), and a number of congregations/

parishes and individuals. ECM provides students, faculty, and staff with opportunities for 

discipleship, worship, service, informal couselling, and links to local churches. The ECM 

campus minister also contributes to the university’s Multi-Faith Resource Team, promoting 

diversity and inter-faith cooperation on campus.  

 

To keep up to date with ECM’s work on campus, like the ECM Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/ECMguelph) or follow on Twitter (@ECMguelph).  

 

To have the ECM Campus Minister come to your congregation, for pulpit supply or to share 

the work of ECM with your young people—or to learn about ways you can support the 

Ecumenical Campus Ministry— email Andrew Hyde (hydea@uoguelph.ca).  

By Andrew Hyde 

mailto:minister@stamfordlaneunited.ca
http://www.facebook.com/ECMguelph
mailto:hydea@uoguelph.ca


Page 10 

 

Contact 

 

 

Situated on a sparkling water front, nestled within surrounding forests, Silver Lake United Church 

Camp (SLC) of Kinloss ON is a Christ-centered camp community that brings God’s love to all 

campers through unforgettable summer experiences. For years SLC has been a home away from 

home for children of all ages, with a wide variety of programs to serve all interests. Silver Lake 

Camp offers all of the unstoppable fun that comes with any summer camp, keeping kids engaged 

and laughing all week long. But anyone who has experienced SLC will tell you that what keeps 

campers coming back, summer after summer, isn’t the lake, or the low ropes course, or the most 

delicious mac & cheese in the world–it’s God’s presence, God’s love. And after 53 years of camp 

ministry, this past summer was no exception! Jamie Connelly, SLC director of almost 4 years, 

wove together a meaningful program based on the Sermon on the Mount, aptly titled “the 

Summer of Growth.” Through thoughtful teachings, worship, and classic summer-camp fun, 

campers experienced a summer of social, emotional, and spiritual growth. At the beginning of the 

summer, the loving and passionate group of people who made up SLC’s staff this summer 

poured their hearts into their community, their campers, and God with the planting of a garden. 

The garden served as a source of nourishment for staff and campers, through spiritual teachings 

about growth and God’s creation (and many batches of zucchini cake). With new friends, new 

memories, and a strengthened faith in Jesus Christ, campers left for home this summer with a 

sense of belonging, worthiness, and community.  

With noticeable momentum, this theme of growth has been percolating in every branch of the 

camp’s community in recent years. From a new week-long Arts & Music camp, to planning and 

fundraising for a new camp dining hall by 2020, God has been working through the SLC 

community to better serve campers. Fortunately this growth has spread to camper attendance, 

with registrations slowly but steadily climbing over the last few summers; more and more families 

and campers are responding to God’s call. God is growing beautiful things out of Silver Lake 

Camp, and there’s never been a more exciting time to call SLC your home away from home. For 

more information on Silver Lake Camp’s many programs, or to donate to the new dining hall 

please visit SilverLakeCamp.ca, or email SilverLakeAdmin@gmail.com. 

God Bless 

Andrea Belair (former camper, staff member,  

and now member of SLC Camp Committee)  

Great Things Are Happening at Silver 

Lake Camp! 

http://SilverLakeCamp.ca
mailto:SilverLakeAdmin@gmail.com
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Hamilton Conference is one of 13 Conferences of the United Church of Canada. It 

includes 53,000 church members in 230 pastoral charges. 

Hamilton Conference provides leadership and support to six Presbyteries (Bruce, Erie, 

Halton, Hamilton, Niagara and Waterloo) to enable a variety of ministries in the 

Presbyteries and congregations and to do the work of General Council in the area 

bounded by Mississauga and Kitchener-Waterloo, and Tobermory and Niagara. 

Contact, a newsletter for Hamilton Conference, 

is distributed four times annually through 

HamPack (HAMilton PACKage). The purpose of 

Contact is to share news throughout the 

Conference about our life, work, 

programs, policies and communities. We 

welcome stories about events or programs 

that are unique or new; it is helpful to include 

details that will help another congregation or 

group if they choose to embark on the same 

activity. 

Please send submissions to Barbara Hampson 

at bhampson@hamconf.org. Submissions may 

be edited for length and clarity. Digital photos 

are welcome; make sure you have permission 

to publish pictures of people, especially photos 

of children. 

DEADLINES: 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to hear from you! 

Oct. Issue - Sept. 15 

Jan. Issue - Dec. 15 

Mar. Issue - Feb. 15 

June Issue - May 15 

http://www.facebook.com/HamiltonConference
http://www.facebook.com/HamiltonConference
http://www.hamconf.org
mailto:bhampson@hamconf.org

