
 God continues to move among us, beckoning us to shift our 

understanding of the Way of Jesus, inviting us to walk the path of deeper 

relationships, challenging us to take a risk without really knowing the 

outcome.   

 

“That they may all be one” was Jesus’ passionate prayer recorded in 

John 17:21. There, in the Upper Room, knowing the sectarian stresses 

pushing those in authority to want him dead, knowing that even his closest 

followers didn’t always see eye to eye, 

yet knowing the close communion he felt 

in God, Jesus prayed that what he felt—

that what he lived—would be how his 

followers would become ever more 

faithful. He prayed that they, too, would know the rich communion 

of relationship, how it gives abundant life and how it makes space 

for radical self-giving. 

 

On Saturday, October 17th at St. Andrew’s United Church in 

Niagara Falls, the United Church of Canada and the United Church of 

Christ in the United States signed an agreement to live in full communion with each other. This vibrant 

worship service celebrated the unanimous votes by each national church earlier this year. This doesn’t 

mean we are now one, larger, transnational denomination. Instead, it means we will explore how our 

unique—yet similar—ways of being church will inform and enrich each other. As the chorus of a song 

specifically written for this historic event declared, “We’re 

coming together, we’re coming together as one, knowing there’s 

so much love and so much work to be done.” 

 

One of the verses continues to reflect Jesus’ own prayer 

for his disciples:  “God is here as we your people meet to offer 

praise and prayer, may we find in fuller measure what it is in 

Christ we share.” Moderator Jordan Cantwell, the Rev. Dr. John 

C. Dorhauer (General Minister and President of the United 

Church of Christ), General Secretary Nora Sanders, and Ms. Dale Bonds (Chair, Board of Directors of the 

United Church of Christ) signed the document after which Jordan and John exchanged stoles as a sign of 

that deep communion.  Perhaps to forgo putting one denomination before another, The Right Rev. Mark 

MacDonald, who is a bishop in the Anglican Church of Canada and the North American president of the 

World Council of Churches, preached and offered his congratulations to both denominations. "But this is 

just a step along the way," he said, "and I hope we can journey 

together where God is calling us to be." 

 

Indeed, there were letters of congratulations from a 

number of other churches in Canada, including from the World 

Council of Churches, the National Council of Churches in the 

United States and the Canadian Council of Churches.  Some of the letters. 



Leadership for the service included 

our own Cassidy Deveau, Hamilton 

Conference’s Youth Forum Pilgrim 

who travelled across the country on 

the way to General Council this 

summer in Corner Brook, 

Newfoundland. Cassidy’s inclusion 

affirmed another verse of the song 

written for that night: “Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts wait the coming of 

the Spirit into open minds and hearts.” In our searching, then, for common call and for communion of 

mission, God bubbles up. That lively bubbling creates this Holy Shift! of identity and of direction. As we 

celebrated, as we sang enthusiastically, we shared that shift: “Here in honesty of preaching, here in 

silence, as in speech, here in the newness and the renewal, God the Spirit comes to each.” 

 

We lived our communion as we shared the Sacrament. Loaves of many kinds (gluten-free as 

well), the cup shared liberally and with broad smiles, song filling our spirits with joy, some of us dancing 

in jubilation, some of us reverent and reflective, we came 

together as one. 

 

As we left the sanctuary for celebratory refreshments, 

we were invited to sign a commemorative document.  I noticed 

that I couldn’t tell from which denomination each person’s 

signature came, yet it didn’t matter. Jesus’ prayer was a small 

step closer to fruition: “That they may all be one.” The fullness 

of my heart had room for only welcome and for growing into 

ways of more fully becoming People of the Way of Jesus. I had a 

small glimmer of what Jesus meant being one in each other.  

 

If you wish to watch this historic service, click this link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENTpwy-pE2M 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENTpwy-pE2M

