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Hamilton Conference is an affirming        
ministry and the Pastoral Care Team       

provides care without prejudice 

The Hamilton Conference Pastoral Care Team   
exists to respond to the need for pastoral care 
for ministry personnel and their families.  
 
The pastoral care that the team provides is       
confidential and is shaped to meet a variety of 
concerns and situations, including: 

 support and encouragement during the stress 
and loss which so often accompanies life’s    
major crises; i.e. bereavement, illness and    
other changes of  circumstances. 

 a sounding board for those with major          
decisions to make around the evolution of 
their call in ministry, the stress involved in 
giving or supporting leadership and other is-
sues. 

 a ‘hearing ear’ when persons may feel that 
they have been abused in any way by those 
holding power in certain situations. 

 direction to the various resources that are 
available when a person is searching for new 
or long term personal guidance. 

 aid in sorting out the confusion surrounding 
the changing roles at various stages of life; i.e.  
moving from active ministry to retirement or 
when ministry personnel and their families 
settle into a new or unexpected pastoral       
situation. 
 
 

 
 
 

When such life or faith struggles emerge, many 
find comfort in having a companion who is safe, 
non-judgmental and empathic.  Such a compan-
ion may be a pastoral care provider: one called 
to an incarnational ministry of “being Christ” 
with another — even through times when God 
seems absent, distant or hostile. 
 
The Conference Pastoral Care Team seeks to 
offer a ‘ministry of presence’, working within the      
context of presbytery to develop what would be 
the most helpful way to provide pastoral care to  
ministry personnel and their families. 
 
While members of the Pastoral Care Team are  
located in each of the presbyteries, they are      
accountable to the Conference and do not give 
detailed reporting to the presbytery. They are 
also available to those outside their presbytery 
who may feel more comfortable approaching 
someone beyond the bounds of their own      
presbytery.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Care Team 

This pamphlet is posted on the Hamilton  
Conference website: 
http://hamconf.org/pastoral-care-team/ 



 
Anyone seeking pastoral care may do so by  
contacting a member of the team directly or,      
if they wish, by going through the Team          
Coordinator.  Any contact with a member of 
the team or the Coordinator will be kept in 
strictest confidence.  Please feel free to call 
upon any member of the team.  

 
 

BRUCE PRESBYTERY: 
 
GERRY HOFSTETTER  (OM)  retired from full-time 
ministry (Hepworth/Sauble Beach Pastoral 
Charge) after 43 years as an  ordained minister 
(1972) within the United Church of Canada.  He 
had been licensed to preach in the EUB Church in 
1967, and became a part of the UCC through   
union in 1968.  Gerry has served  at all levels of 
church life in a variety of  capacities in Bay of 
Quinte, Toronto & Hamilton Conferences.         
Pastoral care has been a passion of his through-
out his ministry.   
Gerry can be reached at 519-797-3495 or            
hofstetter@bmts.com 
 
RALPH SCHMIDT (OM)  has been ordained for 33 
years; serving 20 years in parish ministry and 13 
as a police officer. He retired in 2017 from the 
Bruce United Church Cooperative.    
Ralph can be reached at (h) 519-363-9203, or by 

cell phone (call or text) at 226-668-3841. 
 
MICOL COTTRELL (OM) was ordained in 2007 
and  served Manitou Conference before coming 
to Bruce Presbytery where he is minister of Grace 
United Church, Hanover.  He cares about the  
wellbeing of ministers and their families in a 
changing church.   
Micol can be reached at 226-230-2424, or 
revmicol_grace@wightman.ca    

 
 

 
ERIE PRESBYTERY: 
 
JUDY BARKER (OM) has been  active in  ministry 
for the past 30 years. She has served both in      

pastoral charges and with the Ontario Ministry of 
Children and Youth Services. Judy is currently a 
chaplain at the Sprucedale Youth Centre, a facility 
for youth in trouble with the law.    
Judy can be reached at 519-426-3561  ext. 286. 
 
LEE HAUGHTON (OM) a member of Hamilton  
Conference since 1995, serves Balfour St. United, 
Brantford as retired supply half-time. He is       
experienced in rural, town and urban pastoral 
charges. He enjoys listening and learning with   
others about our place and privileges,                   
responsibilities and opportunities through the 
good news of Jesus.   
Lee resides in Cambridge and can be reached at 
519-623-7812. 

 
HALTON PRESBYTERY: 
 
MARTHA REYNOLDS (OM) has enjoyed ministry in 
both rural and urban congregations and she has a 
sincere interest in journeying with people through 
the joys and sorrows of life.  
Martha lives in Hamilton and can be reached at 
289-684-2845(c) and mgreynolds50@yahoo.ca   

 
HAMILTON PRESBYTERY: 
 
ROBIN WILKIE (OM)  is recently retired, but is 
presently filling in at Millgrove and Troy United 
Churches. Robin’s previous Pastoral Charge was 
Marshall Memorial United Church in Ancaster 
where he served for 20 years. Robin presently 
lives in Hamilton.  
Robin can be reached at 905-870-0314 or      
wilkierobin@hotmail.com 
 
 

 
LEE CLAUS (OM) is a retired minister and  
serves as a VAM at Barton Stone United Church, 
Hamilton.  He is active within Presbytery and the 
wider Church.  
Lee can be contacted at 905-574-0655 and 
lee@claus.ca 
 

NIAGARA PRESBYTERY: 
 
CATHIE ELLARBY (OM)  is a retired minister who 
serves as a VAM at Stamford Lane United in      
Niagara Falls.  In 36 years of ministry, Cathie has 
served Montreal & Ottawa and Toronto             
Conferences, and continues to be active in       
Niagara Presbytery.   
Cathie can be reached at 905-374-1414 or      
cathieellarby@yahoo.com 
 
RON POCKLINGTON (OM) has been in  ministry 
for over 40 years.  Pastoral Care has been an           
important part of that ministry. Music and     
beachcombing are among his Interests. 
Ron can be reached in Grimsby at  905-309-1241 
or at rpocklington@sympatico.ca 
 

WATERLOO PRESBYTERY: 
 
JOHN LOUGHEED (OM) has worked in               
Congregational and Hospital Ministry. He attends 
Westminster in Waterloo & Southampton United.   
John can be reached at 519-575-3689 (voicemail, 
no text) or  jslougheed@sympatico.ca   
 
GAYLYN MCLEAN (OM) was ordained in 1995 and 
currently serves in Team Ministry at Trinity, 
Guelph.  Gaylyn is  presently the Chair of Guelph 
United Ministries: a partnership of all United 
Churches & Outreach Ministries in Guelph and 
on  the Board of the Ecumenical Campus Ministry 
at the University of Guelph.  
Gaylyn can be reached at  905-867-9614, or 
rev.gaylyn@trinityunitedguelph.ca  

 

STAFF RESOURCE:  

 Diane Blanchard 
      Conference Personnel Minister 

905-659-3343 Ext. 225 
 
The Pastoral Care Team is responsible to 
the  Executive of Hamilton Conference, 
through the Coordinator of the Team or 
the Staff Resource person, Diane 
Blanchard.  
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