
SnowStar Conference Speakers and Synopses 
 

John Dominic Crossan, popular lecturer, historian, archaeologist, co-founder (with Robert 
Funk) of the Jesus Seminar, and best selling author, is one of the world’s leading scholars of 
religious history. He has written more than twenty books and many articles about the historical 
Jesus, the apostle Paul, and Christian origins. His latest book God and Empire: Jesus Against 
Rome, Then and Now  summons us to reflect not only about the distant past but also the challenges 
and possibilities for humankind’s present and future.  
 
On Thursday and Friday (4 sessions), Dominic Crossan will speak about Rome, the sole 
superpower of the first century, and the U.S.A., the sole superpower of the 21st century.  

                                                ~~~ 
David Galston is co-founder and current President of Canada’s SnowStar Institute, a member 
and Fellow of Westar’s Jesus Seminar, and co-founder of the academic press Basileia Books. He 
has written several provocative articles and provided leadership in the Jesus Seminar on the 
question of the historical Jesus and the future of Christianity. His consistent emphasis has been on 
honesty and truth-telling in the church. He has designed new liturgies in light of the historical 
Jesus, written songs, and is minister at Eternal Spring United Church in Hamilton, Ontario.  David 
holds a Ph.D. in Philosophy of Religion from McGill University, Montreal. At this conference 
David will give a lecture Taking Jesus to Church, after which he will lead the workshop Taking 
Jesus to Church Kicking and Screaming. Both are described below.  

 
1. Taking Jesus to Church (lecture) raises the serious question about the disconnect between the Christian tradition and the 
teaching of Jesus. What is called for is a radical turn to honesty both by presenting scholarship plainly to the public and by 
laying a new foundation for the purpose and meaning of Christianity. What is needed is not reform but bold new direction. 
 
2. Taking Jesus to Church Kicking and Screaming is a workshop presenting examples of liturgy for church or community 
committed to the way of the historical Jesus. There will be opportunities for discussion and feedback. The material will 
focus explicitly on how a community can “do” the historical Jesus in a common setting.  
                                                     ~~~ 

David Boulton is a U.K. based writer and broadcaster, a Quaker, a humanist, and former editor 
of Sea of Faith magazine. His books include The Trouble With God and Godless for God’s Sake. 
His latest book, to be launched in Canada at this year’s SnowStar conference, is Who On Earth 
Was Jesus?, a comprehensive account of current Jesus scholarship, described by Marcus Borg as 
“simply the best and most thorough account”, and by Richard Holloway (former Anglican Bishop 
of Edinborough, Scotland) as “the perfect resource for people who want a one-volume guide to a 
multi-volume industry, capturing the excitement of the scholarly quest.” 
 
At the April, 2008 SnowStar conference David Boulton’s presentation Jesus Before Christianity 

will look at the scholarship of the Q Project, Burton Mack and the reconstruction of the earliest sayings gospel, Q1. It will 
conclude with a dramatic reading (by Anthea Boulton) of the whole Q1, presented at the nearest we are likely to get to a 
viable reconstruction of the authentic message of the man Jesus.  
 
 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
  
The 2008 SnowStar conference will be held at the beautiful Arden Park Hotel in Stratford, Ontario. A block of rooms for overnight 
conference guests has been reserved at a special rate of $85/night with a room with two queen size beds or one king size bed. Rooms 
with additional amenities are also available at discounted rates. To make a reservation at the special conference rate, please call the 
Arden Park Hotel (877-788-8818) before Feb. 28, 2008. Be sure to advise that you’re attending the SnowStar conference.  
 
The Arden Park web address is www.ardenpark.on.ca       
For a map to the hotel the web address is www.ardenpark.on.ca/contacts.php 
 


